
 
Project Proposal 
 
Building Area: 28,432 sq. ft.  
Building Height: 14’ 
Floors: 1 floor, 1 basement 
Percent of wall and roof area that allows for daylighting: 11% 
Total Cost: $5,339,549.42 
Cost/sq. ft.: $5,339,549.42/28432 sq. ft. =$188 
 

Among the diversity of proposals for the Core Pavilion provided by each firm, the 
plan developed by A-6 Architects offers a solution that best balances function, context, 
economy, aesthetics and sustainability.  
 Throughout the development of this design, environmental sensitivity acted as a key 
value from which each decision was based. The building sets a standard for Iowa State by 
achieving a LEED Gold rating, and includes features such as a green roof, complete onsite 
recycling of excavated soil, and natural daylight and ventilation control.  
 These features not only minimize the impact on the environment, but they also 
create healthy workspaces in and around the pavilion. Louvers and clerestory window allow 
diffused daylight into the rooms while reflecting away direct sunlight. The green roof, when 
observed from the upper stories of the surrounding buildings, will be perceived as a plane of 
vegetation floating above the sprawling lawn into which it is embedded.  
 Visually, the building fits into the context. The concrete material mimics that of the 
College of Design and the northern entry is at the same grade as the existing building. 
These two characteristics tie together the existing Design building and the new Core 
addition, while setting it apart from the others.  In addition, the design leaves much of the 
site intact, maintaining the sprawling feel of Central Campus and Iowa State University.  

The building provides beyond the minimum program requirements while staying 
under budget. The double loaded corridor acts as a spine for the open studios, encouraging 
interaction between students of different disciplines. A distinct element of the Core Pavilion 
is the protected walkway on the north side. This creates a unique threshold into the building, 
outdoor workspace, and a social space.  Exposed steel columns located along the primary 
line of building structure hold up the pentaglass overhang, nonverbally educating and 
creating visual rhythm as one passes by.  

This design proposal makes efficient use of the money delineated for this project, 
advertises itself with the LEED rating, and provides what A-6 Architects has interpreted to 
be additional needs of the occupants and university. The balance of values demonstrated in 
this proposal transforms the unspoken ideals into a reality.  

 


